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DOMINICAN    REPUBLIC. 

By  ^'Icc  Coiisnl  Cnrl  M.  J.  von  Zieliiislvl,  Santo  Doniinc^o. 

The  Dominican  Re])ublic  has  an  area  of  about  20,000  square  miles 
and  is  larger  than  Belgium,  the  Netherlands.  Denmark,  Switzerland, 
or  Turkey  in  Europe,  or  than  the  combined  territories  of  Massachu- 
setts, Connecticut,  Delaware,  and  Rhode  Island.  The  population  is 
estimated  at  about  700,000.  which  is  about  35  people  per  square  mile, 
while  Haiti,  its  neighbor  on  the  west,  has  about  200  per  squaiv  mile, 
and  Porto  Rico  has  more  than  300.  Most  of  the  fertile  land  of  the 
country  is  still  virgin. 
Climatic  Conditions. 

The  climate  of  this  island  is  similar  to  that  of  the  other  large 
islands  of  the  Antilles.  In  general  it  is  Ik  it  and  humid,  although  dry 
regions  exist  in  the  Provinces  of  Monte  Cristi,  Barahona,  and  Azua. 
In  Santo  Domingo  city  the  maximum  temperature  during  the  past 
year  was  9()°  F.  on  August  1  and  the  minimum  was  (il°  on  Febru- 
ary 24. 

Rainfall,  of  course,  depends  on  the  season  but  is  sufficient  for  the 
different  crops.  The  Bay  of  Samana  has  the  greatest  rainfall,  and 
the  surrounding  country  is  said  to  be  more  fertile  than  any  ]iart  of 
the  island.  Showers  of  rain  are  frequent  and  abundant  from  May  to 
Xovember.  but  during  the  Avinter  there  is  little  rainfall  in  the  eastern 
part  of  the  country,  or  in  the  southern  part  up  to  the  Nizao  River  and 
in  the  Avestcrn  valley  of  the  San  Juan.  Cibao  has  only  rain  during 
the  spring  and  beginning  of  winter. 
Agriculture  Principal  Source  of  Wealth. 

Agriculture  has  been  in  the  past  and  will  probably  remain  for 
many  years  the  most  important  source  of  wealth  of  this  country. 
The  Vega  Real,  which  is  the  region  to  the  west  of  the  Bay  of  Samana 
is  drained  by  the  Yaques  del  Norte,  the  Camu,  and  Yuna  Rivers,  and 
is  spoken  of  as  the  Mississippi  Valley  of  this  Republic.  Tobacco  is 
grown  in  the  western  part,  while  cacao  is  principally  raised  in  the 
ea.stern  section  of  this  great  plain. 

The  land  to  the  south  of  the  Central  Cordillera,  which  is  the  south- 
ern boundary  of  the  Vega  Real,  is  thin  and  covers  white  coral  rock. 
Most  of  this  soil  is  used  for  the  growing  of  sugar.  Although  new 
plantations  have  been  started  from  time  to  time  there  is  still  a  great 
amount  of  virgin  land  available  for  sugar  production. 

The  country  near  Monte  Cristi  in  the  north  and  near  Barahona 
in  the  south  is  dry,  the  rivers  are  few,  and  the  vegetation  differs 
greatly  from  the  luxuriant  growths  of  the   more  humid  sections. 
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Approximately  1,000,000  acres,  or  9  per  cent  of  the  agricultural  soil 
of  the  entire  country,  needs  irrigation. 

The  following  table  shows  sections  of  the  Uepublic  producing  the 
four  main  crops,  which  comprise  00  per  cent  of  the  total  exports  of 
the  country.  It  also  shows  the  value  of  the  product  in  each  locality 
in  comparison  with  the  figures  of  the  previous  3^ear. 


rorts. 

Cacao. 

Coffee. 

Sugar. 

Tobacco  leaf. 

1914 

1915 

1914 

1915 

1914 

1915 

1914 

1915 

A7.ua 

$S0 

126,619 
19,165 

137,479 
9,178 

1212,893 

$2»i,051 

sa,i05 

2,244 

120,704 
14,380 

188 

279 

I  :i  Koaiana 

150,231 

t200,889 

163 

11 

1.022 

7,233 

145,357 

200, 7h3 
62,0S4 
660,848 
187,17il 
2,454,4.-)S 
174,826 

234,010 
1,7,56 
024,113 
208, 876 
2, 064, 6-12 
2)9,462 

22 

20,436 

77,016 

5 

7,266 

195,020 

3,451,273 

5,071,120 
95 

660 

Monte  Crist  i. ........ 

7,450 
368,551 

15  490 

I'lierto  Plata 

16,840 

649,900 

47,146 
210,842 

9,874 

271,652 

1,232,258 

1,315,838 

110 

Totals 

J,  8%,  489 

1,863,754 

345,579 

158, 431 

4,943,452 

.',671,383 

394,224 

973,896 

Forest  Resources. 

The  Dominican  Kepublic  has  a  wooded  aiva  of  i),500,000  acres,  or 
about  85  per  cent  of  the  total  land  surface;  but  if  all  the  .soil  were 
])ut  to  its  most  profitable  use.  a  conservative  estimate  of  the  true 
forest  soil  would  be  5.500,000  acres,  or  50  per  cent  of  the  entire  area. 
The  exports  of  wood  during  the  last  year  were  valued  at  $04,3G8. 
Approximately  $120,000  worth  of  wood  is  used  amiually  for  fencing, 
lious(^  building,  fuel.  etc. 

Of  the  various  trees  that  form  the  forest  wealth  of  the  Republic, 
the  only  ones  which  have  l>een  exported  u})  to  the  present  are  the 
useful  kinds  found  scattered  throughout  the  woods  near  the  coasts. 
Because  of  the  lack  of  roads,  scarcely  any  of  the  laige  trees  found  in 
the  interior  forests  have  been  cut,  unless  to  supply  the  necessities  of 
the  people  living  in  the  vicinity. 

Sawmills  are  in  operation  in  the  cities  (jf  La  \'ega  and  Santiago, 
near  the  pine  forests,  but  the  distance  from  the  coast  prohibits  traus- 
])ortation.  There  are  other  sawmills  near  the  coast  at  Azua  and  at 
the  mouth  of  the  i-iver  Soco.  but  tiie  timber  is  of  an  inferior  r(uality. 

Mineral  Products. 

Although  a  (-onsiderabie  amount  of  minerals  is  supposed  to  e.xist 
in  the  interior,  no  accurate  data  can  be  obtained.  (Jold  is  .said  to 
have  been  found  in  numerous  small  streams,  and  many  stories  have 
been  circulated  as  to  the  great  wealth  of  the  placer  deposits.  Evi- 
dences of  silver  ore  iind  lead  have  also  been  found,  but  no  attempts 
have  ever  been  math'  to  ol)taiu  assays.  Prospective  investors  should 
be  on  their  guard  against  mining  promoters  in  this  country.  The 
only  mineral  which  was  worked  last  year  in  commercial  quantities  is 
copper,  found  near  the  village  of  San  Ciistobal,  in  the  vicinity  of 
Santo  Domingo  city,  IVtroleum  was  found  near  Azua,  in  the  soiith- 
we.stei'n  part  of  the  country,  where  an  American  sunk  a  well  about 
40(1  feel  dee]).  I)ut  lie  wa.s  unable  to  work  it  with  financial  success. 
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Manufacturing  Industries  not  Extensive. 

Very  little  is  manufactuied  in  this  count ry.  and  none  of  the  prod- 
ucts supply  the  entire  lof-al  demand.  The  (hity  is  hifrh  on  prac- 
tically all  "imports,  still  it  seems  oheai)er  even  for  the  poorer  classes 
to  import  the  ^oods.  Shoes,  for  example,  are  manufactured  to  a 
great  extent,  and  in  face  of  a  duty  amounting  to  $1.50  a  pair  for  men 
they  arc  imported  in  considerable  quantities^.  Cigars  and  cigarettes, 
which  are  also  manufactured  here,  are  protected  by  an  almo.st  pro- 
hibitive duty,  cigarettes  paying  $5  per  1.000  and  in  addition  $5  per 
kilo  net  Aveight.  Most  of  the  duties,  moreover,  are  si)ecilic.  and  bear 
especially  on  the  poor  man.  Other  manufactured  articles  are  choco- 
late, rum.  hats,  matches,  soap,  and  leather. 
The  Year's  Commerce. 

The  total  trade  of  the  Kepublic  increased  during  1915  by  more  than 
40  per  cent  over  1914,  and  reached  the  highest  figure  in  its  history. 
The  exportation  to  foi-eign  countries  amounted  to  $15,'20i).0Gl,  Avhile 
the  figures  for  1914  were  $10,588,787,  showing  an  increase  of  about 
50  per  cent.  The  value  of  imports  amounted  to  $9,118,514,  and  for 
the  year  1914  only  to  $0,729,007,  showing  an  inci-easc  of  about  30  per 
cent.  In  other  words,  the  loss  of  the  i)revious  year,  amounting  to 
$2,424,431,  was  almost  three  times  made  up.  The  principal  cau.se 
for  the  1914  decrease,  namely,  the  impossibility  of  deliveries  by  the 
selling  nations,  was  removed,  the  United  States  taking  their  places. 

Practically  the  entire  revenues  of  this  country  are  derived  from 
customs  duties,  and  about  90  per  cent  is  collected  in  the  form  of 
import  duties  alone.  These  amounted  to  $3,555,225  for  last  year, 
which  is  $775,837  more  tlian  was  collected  during  1914.  Export 
duties  brought  $231,951,  an  increase  of  $3,993  over  1914  figures. 

The  principal  products  of  the  Republic,  as  already  stated,  are 
cacao,  coffee,  sugar,  sugar  cane  and  molasses,  and  tobacco.  The 
following  table  shows  the  quantities  and  value  of  these  products 
exported  in  1913,  1914,  and  1915,  and  the  countries  to  Avhich  they 
were  sent: 


Products  and  destination. 

1913 

1914 

1915 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

CACAO. 

United  States 

KUos. 

12.868.952 

8,424 

3,295.178 

3,295.327 

f2, 774. 670 

2.432 

675. 2.3;j 

666.948 

Kilos. 

18,829.857 

9,520 

1.113.649 

761.740 

3.9SS 

2.  .561 

23.202 

?3. 515. 026 

.-•..712 

224.339 

140.852 

7.82 

.544 

3.234 

Kilo.i. 

19..S22,049 

11.584 

27,638 

.■{07.695 

10.695 

5.016 

:J8.376 

$4,799,195 

United  Kingdom 

3.406 

Germany 

2.764 

France 

45.0.33 

Italy 

3.500 

Porto  Rico 

803 

Other  countries 

2.916 

627 

9.053 

Total 

19.470.827 

4.119.955 

20,744.517 

3,896.489 

20,223.023 

4, 863, 754 

COFFEE. 

United  States 

229.727 

300 

MS,  709 

566,279 

8S.585 

11.625 

56.545 
SO 
44.0S9 
134.. SH4 
19.026 
1,924 

86.-,.  640 

5, 9.00 

241.273 

571.225 

121.062 

2.020 

8.000 

16.168 

1,59.118 

1,113 

.52.  7.5«> 

10.5. 9a5 

2:;.  451 

4-20 
l.tflO 
2.216 

l.»i63.672 
117.687 
28.800 
212.487 
90.544 
5.000 
01.075 
289.170 

:'.03,600 

United  Kingdom 

)-6. 464 

'^erniftpy, . .  .   . 

2,880 

France .'. 

29.  m 

Italy 

«-.363 

Cum 

.500 

Porto  Rico 

8.465 

Other  countries 

3,697 

828 

69.362 

Total 

1.0(8,922 

257.076 

1.831.938 

345.579 

2.468.435 

458.431 
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rroducts  and  destiiialion. 

1913 

1914 

1915 

Quantity. 

ValtM. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Vakw. 

MOLASSES  (OF  SCGAR). 

United  States 

6,130,447 
2,3.%,  000 
3,547,591 

$31,577 
11,255 
17,905 

8,268,281 
8,293,800 
1,400,300 

$44,276 
41,493 
8,018 

12,200,000 

2,283,331 

874 

$79,  MO 

United  KiiiRdom 

30,471 

Other  countries 

52 

Total 

12,064,038 

60,737 

17,962,441 

93,787 

14,484,205 

100,923 

SUGAR  (RAW). 

United  States 

47,588,972 

1,432,337 

90 

29,828,060 

2,193,962 

71,056 

8 

1,385,530 

88,117,026 
1,730,938 

4,348,346 
85,050 

75,030,457 

5,071,120 

United  Ivingdoni 

Italy 

Other  countries 

11,580,883 

510,050 

27,170,094 

2,000,263 

Total 

78,849,465 

3,050,550 

101,428,847 

4,943,452 

102,800,551 

7,  en,  383 

SUGAR  CAire. 

'28,314 
'3 

62,575 
10 

1  81. 127 
«13 

195,695 
87 

Other  countries 

Total 

■28,317 

02,585 

•81,140 

195,782 

TOBACCO,  LEAF. 

United  States 

129, 733 

9, 130, 274 

16C, 091 

358,300 

23,648 

1,019,602 

18,497 

60,028 

58,615 

3,313,992 

35,678 

297,264 

8,904 

358, 800 

4, 113 

22,407 

3,465,836 

!<s»,zn 

Germany 

France 

884,942 
1,884,031 

90,782 
357,80:5 

Other  countries 

Total 

9,790,398 

1,121,775 

3,705,549 

394, 224 

0,235,409 

972,896 

1  Tons. 
Distribution  of  the  Aggregate  Trade. 

The  Ignited  States,  Ignited  Kint»-dom.  Porto  Rico.  France,  Spain, 
Italy,  and  German.y.  in  the  order  named,  are  the  leading  countries 
tradinc;  Avith  the  Dominican  Republic.  The  exports  to  the  United 
States  constituted  about  80  per  cent  of  the  total  exportation,  which 
is  about  the  same  percentage  as  the  previous  year.  The  imports  fi*om 
the  United  States  increased  from  fif)  per  cent  to  over  SO  per  cent  of 
the  total.  Porto  Rico  gained  considerably  during  last  year.  Ger- 
many, wliicli  had  over  18  per  cent  of  the  Dominican  trade  in  imports 
during  tlie  year  previous  to  the  "war.  has  now  about  1  per  cent  and  its 
share  of  Dominican  exports  decrea.sed  from  about  20  to  0.04  per  cent. 
The  United  Kingdom  shows  only  a  slight  reduction  in  its  exports 
to  this  country,  but  its  imports  were  reduced  to  less  than  one-third. 
France  lost  about  one-half  in  both  exports  and  imports.  Spain  took 
practically  no  goods,  but  increa.sed  its  own  shipments  by  more  than 
10  per  cent.  Italy's  imports  from  here  remained  about  the  same, 
l)ut  exports  are  less  than  one-half  of  the  amount  of  the  previous  year. 

The  total  value  of  the  exports  of  the  Dominican  Republic  in  1918, 
1914,  and  1915  is  shown,  by  countries,  in  the  following  table  : 


Countries. 

1913              1914 

1915 

Countries. 

1913 

1914    ■ 

1915 

United  States... 

$5,600,768  $8,572,562 

2»1,SU)         186,.'>93 

2,068,384  i       818,717 

887,907         288,210 

20,430  1        23,405 

$12,044,271 

84,366 

5,644 

189,448 

21,813 

Cuba.. 

$27,536 

28,994 

1,594,118 

S7,029 
91,190 
001,081 

$28,871 

rnitcd   King- 
dom   

Porto  Rico 

other  countries. 

Total 

248,921 
2,591,727 

flermany 

France 

10,469,947 

10,.'>88,787 

15>  208,061 

Italy 
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The  Import  Trade. 

FolloAving  is  a  statement,  by  principal  articles  and  countries,  of  the 
imports  into  the  Dominican  Republic  in  1915 : 


Articles. 


United 
States. 


United 
King- 
dom. 


Ger- 
many. 


France. 


Spain. 


Porto 
Rico. 


Agricultural  implements 

Animals 

Books,  maps,  and  other  printed  matter. 
Breadstuffs: 

Wheat  flour 

All  other 

("hemicals,  drugs,  and  dyes 

Coal. 


Cotton,  manufactures  of 

Karthon,  stone,  and  china  ware 

Fibers,  vegetable — Manufactures  of , 

Fi.sh ,  preserved ,  and  fish  products , 

Fruits  anil  nuts , 

( !  lass  and  glassware 

Cireases,  resins,  and  caustic  soda  for  manufacturing 

of  soap 

Gums  and  resins , 

Uats  and  caps , 

Iron  and  steel— Manufactures  of , 

Jewelry,  including  watches  and  clocks 

Leather,  and  manufactures  of , 

Malt  liquors,  beer  in  bottle 

Metals  and  manufactures  of 

Oils. 


Paints,  pigments,  and  colors 

Paper,  and  manufactures  of 

Perfumery  and  cosmetics , 

Provisions,  comprising  meat  and  dairy  products . 
Rice. 


Rubber,  and  manufactures  of 

Silk,  and  manufactures  of 

Soap 

Sugar  and  confectionery 

Umbrellas  and  canes 

Vegetables 

Venicles  and  boats 

AVines  and  liquors  and  distilled  spirits. . , 

Wood,  and  manufactures  of 

Wool,  and  manufactures  of 

All  other  articles  noi  elsewhere  specified. 


$68,306 

1,708 

12,028 

581, 627 
94, 510 

175,638 

85,337 

1,377,222 

7,318 

277,367 

251, 166 
28,369 
35, 776 

100, 524 
2,935 

17,233 
1,102,431 

20,355 
281,007 

93,274 

54,234 
472, 289 

58, 140 

92,326 

9,929 

373, 188 

611,092 

31,965 

22,569 

108,652 

166, 592 

6,798 

48, 779 

137, 276 

4,983 

223,383 

30,925 
294,988 


$848 


432 

354 

3,605 

762 

13,476 

390, 192 

1,752 

47,228 

464 

184 

17 

682 


$3,379 
"237 


$3,629 


}3, 416 


41 
332 


545 
17,614 


510 
1,056 


19, 875 
2,527 
6,141 
26 
64 
1,608 


33 

37,973 

18 

2,131 

1,320 

904 

1,924 

4,262 

758 

577 

5,437 

89,193 

79 

672 

4 

5,173 

1,292 

1,128 

019 

2,631 

172 

4,592 

10,035 


11,024 

188 

2,243 

7,635 

566 

1 

343 

4,530 

587 

3,384 

19,680 

118 

2,518 

234 

64 


4,327 
252 

1,264 
408 
742 
149 

1 

009 

2,222 

65 

422 


509 

5,523 

32 

811 

11,089 

600 


1,275 

850 

1,908 

3,928 


365 
2,920 
437 
1,014 
134 
175 
201 

20,537 
311 
949 

13,660 


Total 7, 361 ,  239   6.30, 923 


95,317 


93,190 


15,517 
133 
6,954 
8,435 
5,887 
97 


102 
2,059 

116 
2,853 


287 
28, 249 


10, 403 

822 

1,202 

3,825 

215 

299 

29 

4,081 

159 

22, 615 


15, 363 

929 

195 

8,220 


$153 

2,825 

250 

2,918 

7,278 

2,100 

7.147 

62, 716 

231 

3,459 

1,047 

244 

1,246 

20,681 

120 

3,325 

39,083 

873 

7, 576 

4,282 

1,741 

5,409 

831 

10, 619 

767 

6,248 

124,715 

1,800 

5,814 

608 

200 

161 

21,814 

6,125 

653 

4,156 

7,104 

9,912 


144,588 


376.230 


The  total  imports  by  countries  are  shown  for  1914  and  1915  in  the 
followinsr  table : 


Ck)untries. 


United  States... 
United  Kingdom 

Germany 

France 

Spain 

Italy 


1914 


$4,452,347 
567,037 
927, 842 
161 , 376 
97, 096 
185,043 


1915 


$7,361,259 
630.923 
95,317 
93,200 
144,688 
92,869 


Countries. 


Cuba 

Porto  Rico 

other  countries 

Total 


1914 


$12, 438 
134,487 
190,741 


6, 729, 007 


1915 


$74,619 
376, 231 
249, 408 


9,118,514 


Shipping  Facilities. 

The  present  war  has  seriously  affected  transportation  facilities  of 
the  countr3\  The  people  found  it  possible  to  supply  their  demand 
from  new  markets  and  to  rearrange  their  connections,  but  so  far  it 
has  been  impossible  to  obtain  satisfactory  steamship  service.  The 
only  regular  line  visiting  the  Dominican  ports  from  the  United 
States  is  the  Clyde  Steamship  Co.,  which  has  two  steamers  that  carry 
passengers  in  addition  to  freight  and  make  about  one  round  trip 
per  month  each.    This  company  has  also  three  freight  boats  in  this 
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roiito  and  at  times  cliartors  one  or  two  more  to  help  move  tlie  crop. 
The  Frencli  line  "  Ciimpairnie  (jenenil  TraiLsatlantique "  has  one 
stoanu'i-  toiicliinj!:  this  |n)rt  (Santo  I)omin<ro)  once  every  three  weeks, 
but  this  boat  carries  usually  only  the  mail  from  here.  The  Herrera 
Line,  of  Hai)ana,  maintains  mw  stciimer  connectin<j^  llabana  with 
Porto  Kico  by  way  of  Santo  Domingo  and  San  Pedro  de  Macoris, 
which  makes  a  round  tiip  alK)ut  every  three  weeks. 

The  five  boats  of  the  Clyde  Line,  therefore,  arc  the  only  means  of 
niovin*]^  the  extraordinary  su^ar  crop,  the  cacao,  coffee,  etc.  The  few 
chartered  ships  of  this  line  do  not  suffice  to  carry  the  other  goods. 
The  freig:ht  rates  have  gjone  up  to  almost  prohibitive  figures;  on 
logwood,  for  example,  upon  which  the  freight  per  ton  from  Santo 
Domingo  to  New  York  was  $0  at  the  beginning  of  this  year,  the 
charge  at  the  beginning  of  April  was  $15.  There  are  over  1,000  tons 
•  <f  this  wood  on  the  jiier  awaiting  shipment. 

There  is  no  direct  steamship  connection  with  tlie  (iulf  ports  in  the 
United  States,  and  all  connnerce  is  carried  on  by  schooners.  Thepas- 
^'^nge^  connection  witli  the  neighboring  Republic  of  Haiti  is  bad,  and 
there  have  even  be«n  cases  in  the  last  few  months  where  persons  were 
obliged  to  travel  to  Haiti  by  way  of  New  York. 

Vessels  Engaged  in  Foreign  Commerce  of  the  Country — Coastwise  Shipping. 

The  number  and  tonnage  of  vessels  engaged  in  the  foreign  com- 
merce of  the  Dominican  Republic  in  1915  may  be  summarized  as 
follows:  Steamsliips  with  cargo  entering  Dominican  ports,  2o4,  with 
tonnage  of  273,829:  steamships  in  ballast.  250.  with  tonnage  of 
215,997.  Sailmg  vessels  numbered  130  with  cargo  and  13(»  in  ballast, 
their  tonnage  being  20,577  and  7,208,  respectively.  These  figures 
represent  a  decrease  of  about  90,000  tons  in  steamers  entering  with 
cargo,  and  an  increase  of  over  33,000  tons  of  those  in  ballast,  as  com- 
pared with  the  previous  year.  Sailing  ships  entering  with  cargo  had 
about  double  the  tonnage  of  1914.  while  a  slight  dec.i-ease  was  regis- 
tered in  those  entering  in  ballast. 

Steamers  in  foreign  trade  <-learing  from  Dominican  i)orts  in  1915 
numl>ered  347.  with  tonnage  of  393,901:  steamers  cleai-ing  in  ballast, 
117.  with  tonnage  90,li)0.  Sailing  vessels  clearing  witli  carg<)  num- 
bered 122,  tonnage  9,5C1 :  s-ailing  vessels  clearing  in  liallast  122,  ton- 
nage 10,355.  There  was  an  increase  in  steamers  clearing  with  cargo 
of  54,000  tons,  as  compared  with  1914,  Avliile  a  decrea.se  of  33,000 
tons  appeared  in  those  clearing  in  ballast.  Sailing  ships  cleaiing 
with  cargo  had  tonnage  about  7,000  less  than  in  1914;  thos(^  in  ballast 
registered  an  incj-ease  of  about  5.000  tons. 

Tlie  figures  for  the  coastwise  tj'ade  are  interesting  because  they 
indicate  the  entire  movement  of  the  Dominican  domestic  commerce 
l)etween  the  ports,  there  being  no  other  trans})ortation  facilities,  with 
a  possible  exception  between  the  ports  of  Puerta  Plata  and  Sanchez, 
('oastwise  steamers  lea^  ing  with  cai'go  numbered  388,  of  41,921  tons; 
those  leaving  in  ballast  nunibei'ed  ()77.  oi  509,310  tons.  There  were 
.",,599  sailing  \essels.  with  tonnage  of  89,254  leaving  with  cargo,  and 
1,832,  of  33,0C)7  tons,  leaving  in  ballast.  The  entrances  were  as  fol- 
lows: Steamers  with  cargo  419,  tonnage  52,319:  steamers  in  ballast 
007.  tonnage  520,2.'>:5.  Sailing  ves.sels  with  cargo  3,472,  tonnage 
90.(»5r, :  sailing  \es.^els  in  l.alhi.si  1,727,  tonnage  25,371. 
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Eoad  Building  and  Bridge  Construction. 

The  most  iini)()itaiit  public-  work  in  this  country  may  be  considered 
the  construction  of  lu  ads.  The  abundance  of  fesourcL^s  of  the  inte- 
rior is  not  avaihible  unless  means  of  access  are  there.  The  present 
Director  CJeneral  of  Public  Works  is  an  American,  who  instituted 
the  policy  of  building  needed  roads  Icadino;  into  the  heart  of  the 
island  instead  of  expensive  and  useless  boulevards,  which  were  con- 
structed in  the  past.  Durinir  the  past  year  construction  work  has 
been  done  on  reads  between  Azua  and  San  Juan,  Santo  Domingo 
and  Los  Alcarrizos,  Santiago  and  Monte  C'ri.sti,  La  Vega  and  Moca, 
and  the  Calle  21  de  Fe'u'cro,  connecting  the  Inde]:)endence  Park  with 
the  Carretera  Duarte  (between  Santo  Domingo  and  Los  Alcan-izos). 

The  Ozama  Kiver  Bridge  is  being  constructed  to  carry  a  highway 
across  the  Ozama  River  from  Santo  Domingo  City  to  Villa  Duarte. 
The  structure  Avill  be  of  steel,  consisting  of  three  140-foot  spans  on 
the  Duarte  side,  one  98-foot  span  on  the  Santo  Domingo  side,  and 
over  the  main  channel  an  S5-foot  bascule  to  support  a  "iO-ton  road 
roller  or  a  uniform  live  load  of  80  pounds  per  square  foot  over  the 
entire  surface  of  the  20-foot  roadway  and  sidewalk.  The  sidewalk  is 
not  to  be  built  at  present,  but  the  bridge  is  so  designed  that  it  may 
be  added  in  the  future, 
other  Public  Works. 

In  connection  with  the  wharf  at  Santo  Domingo,  during  the  month 
of  September  plans  were  prejjared  for  a  concrete  sanitary  building, 
the  purpose  of  v.hich  was  to  disinfect  all  baggage,  mail,  etc.,  coming 
into  the  capital  from  foreign  ports.  The  building  has  now  been  com- 
pleted. 

During  the  ^-ear  10  lighthouses  were  installed  along  the  coast  of 
Santo  Domingo,  the  construction  being  steel  towers  with  concrete 
foundations. 

Plans  were  prepared  for  alteration  and  repairs  to  the  wharf  at 
Barahona :  the  channels  at  the  entrance  of  San  Pedro  de  Macoris  and 
Santo  Domingo  have  been  dredged  to  sufficient  depth  to  permit  the 
entrance  of  all  steamers  of  the  lines  touching  at  these  ports,  and  in 
January  a  survey  was  made  of  the  harbor  and  river  of  La  Bomana, 
in  connection  with  the  L^nited  States  Hydrographic  Office,  the  first 
complete  surve}'  ever  made  of  this  port.  Plans  were  prepared  for 
various  small  bridges  and  for  a  complete  new  radiograph  station  at 
San  Pedro  de  Macoris. 

Plans  and  specifications  were  practically  completed  for  a  wharf 
at  Puerta  Plata,  which,  when  completed,  will  be  the  best  of  its  kind 
in  the  West  Indies.  It  will  be  constructed  of  reinforced  concrete 
throughout  and  will  extend  into  the  harbor  for  a  distance  of  about 
1,100  feet.  The  harbor  will  be  dredged  so  as  to  permit  all  i.teamers 
to  lie  alongside  the  new  wharf. 

The  customhouse  will  be  built  on  the  wharf,  so  that  freight  can  be 
unloaded  direct  from  the  steamers.  The  office  of  the  cu.-tomhousc 
will  be  of  concrete  and  the  storage  shed  of  corrugated  galvanized 
steel,  the  building  being  about  .'iaO  feet  long  bv  a'.;out  77  feet  wide. 
The  construction  will  begin  in  the  early  pait  of  11)10. 

Land  Titles — New  Laws. 

It  is  difficult  to  obtain  a  dear  title  to  real  estate  on  account  of  the 
existing  confusion  of  the  so-called  '*  peso  titles.*'     Steps  were  taken 
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iiumy  yoars  niio  to  «lo:ir  this  situation,  aiul  a  l)ill  provicliiiji;  for  ref^is- 
tra(ioii  of  tlu>  present  claims  was  piescntocl  to  Congress  in  101i>.  This 
l)ill  |)ropose<l  to  «ri":iiit  fee  simple  titles  to  persons  in  possession  of 
peM)  titles  and  of  the  land  whicli  they  are  cultivating-.  It  is  also  pro- 
l)osed  to  give  a  clear  title  to  those  who  have  held  a  i)iecc  of  land  for 
'Mi  yeaiN  or  more  under  certain  conditions.  The  idea  of  the  hnv  is  to 
enable  title  holders  to  obtain  a  title  in  fee  .simple,  or  "dominio"  title, 
which  once  ol)tained  will  free  them  from  constant  threats  and  annoy- 
ances of  division,  and  will  enable  the  ownei*s  with  dominio  titles  to 
borrow  money  at  low  rates  of  interest.  It  will  also  make  possible 
the  establishment  of  some  kind  of  an  agricultural  banking  institution. 
The  only  new  law  pas.sed  during  the  year  was  the  one  which  re- 
duces the  import  duty  on  crude  mineral  oil  to  be  used  exclusively  for 
fuel.  The  new  duty  is  7;")  cents  per  1.000  kilos  net.  The  intention 
of  this  reduction  is  to  enable  fuel  customeis  to  use  ciude  oil  instead 
of  destroying  the  forests,  which  is  l)eing  done,  especially  in  those 
parts  of  the  island  where  large  sugar  estates  are  located. 
Need  and  Possibility  of  American  Banks. 

This  country  has  three  banking  institutions  of  major  inijjoitanc^?, 
which  are  of  three  nationalities,  viz,  Porto  Rican  (i.  e.  American), 
British,  and  Dominican.  The  American  institution  does  a  consider- 
able business  and  represents  a  number  of  American  financial  institu- 
tions in  the  United  States.  This  bank  also  handles  the  moneys  of  the 
Dominican  customs  receiver.ship.  The  British  institution  (Royal 
Bank  of  Canada)  does  also  considerable  business  with  the  United 
States  and  is  one  of  the  several  branch  banks  in  the  West  Indies.  The 
Dominican  bank  is  the  National  I^ank  of  the  Republic.  As  far  as 
the  need  of  an  American  bank  is  concerned  it  may  be  said  that  the 
American  bank  in  this  city  is  already  handling  the  great  bulk  of 
the  trade,  but  that  there  is  .still  quite  a  lot  of  American  business  in 
the  hands  of  the  foreign  institutions  . 
News  Exchanges. 

The  news  exchanges  are  not  adequate  nor  accurate.  The  news- 
papers are  concerned  almost  entirely  with  ])olitical  mattei*s,  espe- 
cially of  international  nature,  and  there  are  no  trade  paj>ers  of  any 
kind.  Mail  from  the  United  States  arrives  about  twice  a  month, 
excepting  a.  few  letters  which  are  at  times  brought  by  tramp 
steamers,  chartered  to  take  sugar,  or  by  way  of  Porto  Rico.  In  the 
majority  of  cases  the  business  men  in  this  city  have  but  two  or  three 
days  to  an.swer  their  American  mail.  Telegrajjliic  conmiunications 
are  very  expensive.  The  French  Cable  Co.  charges  $1  per  word  to 
New  York,  while  the  wireless  station  transmits  a  word  at  the  rate 
of  80  cents. 
Opportunities  for  American  Skill  and  Products. 

This  country  is  undeveloped  and  is  said  to  have  a  great  future. 
Many  opportunities  for  Americ  an  skill  will  offer  themselves  in  con- 
nection with  the  present  program  of  the  Government  construction 
work.  Thei(>  are  at  i)resent  only  a  few  j-oads  and  practically  no 
bridges,  and  the  few  miles  of  railroad  often  out  of  commission. 
Santo  Domingo  needs  a  new  electric  ligjit  plant,  a  street-car  system, 
a  new  ice  plant,  and  many  mimicipal  improvements.  Lack  of  funds 
is  the  main  cause  of  delay  in  carrying  the  plans  into  execution. 
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The  present  system  of  col  lectin*^  the  revenues  from  import  and 
export  (hities  and  municipal  port  dues  is  not  sufhcient  to  provide  for 
the  demand.  Tliere  is  no  tax  on  property  and  in  many  cases  the 
titles  are  invalid,  due  to  the  lack  of  a  law  j)rovidin^  for  i)roper  reijis- 
tration.  As  soon  as  some  system  is  devised  which  will  insure  a  steady 
revenue  from  the  many  sources  at  present  exempted  from  taxes  there 
will  be  sufficient  money  for  all  improvements. 

SANTO  DOMINGO. 

It>    X'IfC  ('oiisul  Carl  >I.  J.  voii  /Jcliii.sti:!. 

The  Santo  I)omin<>o  consular  district  embraces  the  Provinces  of 
Ibirahona,  Azua.  Santo  Domingo.  San  Pedi'o  de  ]\Iacoris.  and  Seyho. 
It  comprises  the  southern  ])art  of  the  Douiinican  Hepublic.  with  the 
|)orts  of  Barahona,  Azua.  Santo  l)<)iuini>o,  San  l^edro  de  Macoris, 
and  La  Komana.  Santo  Domingo,  the  capital  of  the  Kepublic,  with 
an  estimated  j)()i)ulation  of  about  i20,000  aecordino;  to  tlie  last  census 
(IIM)!)),  is  the  most  imjiortant  port  for  imports,  while  San  Pedro  de 
Macoris  is  a  growing  center  for  sugar  production  and  the  maiji 
exjiort  center. 
Dcclaicd  Exports  to  United  States. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  articles  and  their  value  iii\  oicerl 
from  the  Santo  Domingo  consular  distiict  to  the  United  States  for 
the  past  two  years : 


Products. 

Santo  Domingo. 

Macoris. 

Azua. 

La  Rcmana. 

1914 

1915 

1914 

1915 

1914 

1915 

1911 

191.J 

J909 

5712 

258,908 

335 

1 

S217,.'.S9 

S200,698       275,473 

1 

i9J,r38 

*27i  :>3:; 

1 

f).32 

■   177,617 

1,319 

1 

121,110 

• 

J2U, 455 

511 

115 

38,015 

12,  .513 

6,061 

i  2 1,751 
1,175 

191 

378 

1,154           3,092 

11,3£9 
21,987 
29,507 
2,191 

17,815 

39,018 

1,607 

3  0 

36.419 

o2,i:38 

4,197 

Hides      

7,543         23,-:0S 
1,703              947 

2,601 
1,136 

8  404 

112 

Ilouschold  effects . 

361 

32 
40,473 

Molasses 

0,660 

86,318 

2,928 

6,003 

11,984 
1,114 

Rosin . .  .* 

511 

2,478 

1,929 

Rubber, old    

60 

Sheepskins 

2,142 

161 

100,275 

1,655 

Spices    



74.3,432 
1,695 

21,118 

934,370 
25 

2,612,048 

4,515,389 

117,613 
220 

Tortoise  shell 

Vegetable  wool 

Wax...              .  . 

23,940 

13,829 

13, 780 

27, P2! 

200 

915 

11,180 

29,073 

3,  .^33 

9,290 

Woods: 

Cedar 

Fuslie 

5,023 
2,234 

I-ignum  vitae 

2,035 

6S7 

4,134 

402 
1,578 

Mahogany 

3,055 
1.33 

2,453 

1,385 
5,330 

1 

1 

Total 

1,242,525 

1,413,646 

2,880,673 

4,922,256 

232,285 

2^^9,433 

101,768 

289,330 

The  articles  invoiced  at  Santo  Domingo  for  Porto  Rico  during 
1915  were  valued  at  $29,500,  made  up  jirincipally  of  rice,  straw  for 
hats,  sole  leather,  and  coffee.    The  articles  invoiced  at  the  agency  at 
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L:i  IJoiuMiin  lor  tlu'  ishind  increased  in»in  Sl'.MtlD  lor  li>14  to  $:>07,;U)4 
lor  VM'k  The  shipineiits  were  inade  \\\)  i)rincii):illy  ol  sup^ar  cane. 
I'lie  articles  invoiced  at  the  Ma<()ris  agency  amounted  to  ij^,220,  com- 
pared with  Sf,,s.n:>  I'm-  liUI.  and  from  A/iia.  SS.r.-jC.  n«rainst  $7,l>81. 

Shipments  to  United  States  Increase. 

The  pi'ecediii^i"  tahU'  shows  a  lar«:"e  iii(rea>«'  in  the  di'ciared  exports 
lo  thi'  I'nited  States  from  the  district  in  li>l.">  o\"er  the  previous  year. 

In  su<;ar  the  incivase  was  more  than  $2.11'J.()()().  or  about  02  ])er 
lent.  'J'lie  expoit.^  fron?  San  Pedro  (K-  Macoris  were  almost  twice 
those  of  the  i)revions  year.  The  crop  of  ll>lf*.  is  said  to  he  excellent, 
and  if  it  were  not  for  the  hii^h  freii^ht  rates  due  to  the  scarcity  of 
."-hips  the  sugar  business  Avonld  be  still  more  favorable.  Practically 
all  sliii)ments  of  molasses  are  made  from  San  Pedro  de  Macoris. 

Cacao  exports  increased  by  about  ^)J>-2.1H>(l.  or  nearly  ."iT  ])er  cent, 
from  the  district.  San  Pedro  de  Macoris.  La  Komana.  and  Santo 
Dominiro.  in  the  ortler  named,  fui-nished  the  bulk  of  the  cacao  ship- 
ments in  the  southei-n  part  of  this  country.  An  increase  is  esjiecially 
noted  in  La  l\()maiu^  Vilu're,  althouiih  the  11)14  liirures  are  not  com- 
plete, it  is  fair  to  assume  that  la-t  year's  exports  were  more  than  twice 
as  great. 

The  exports  of  hides  have  increased  abnornuilly.  amounting  to 
$58,724.  or  over  VH)  per  cent- in  excess  of  the  value  of  the  jirevious 
year.  This  increase  was  general,  but  was  especially  marked  iji  the 
ports  of  San  Pedro  de  Macoris  and  Aziia.  where  it  amounts  to  about 
three  times  the  exportation  of  the  jjreceding  year.  The  |)resent  rules 
regarding  anthrax,  rinderpest,  and  foot-and-mouth  di.sease  have  not 
yet  affected  the  exportation  of  hides  from  this  <-ountry.  as  these  dis- 
eases do  not  seem  to  exist  here. 

There  was  a  15  per  cent  increase  in  the  exjiorts  of  wax.  amounting 
to  $9,982,  La  Romana  shii)ping  more  than  twice  the  amount  of  the 
])revions  year.    The  increa.se  from  Santo  Domingo  was  normal,  while 
fron)  San  Pedro  de  Macoris  there  was  a  sliL""!!!  decrease. 
Diminished  Exports  of  Coffee,  Honey,  and  Wood. 

Shipments  of  coffee  showed  a  decrease  of  al)out  $r>,">.<)(K).  or  nearly 
;)0  per  cent.  The  excellent  (piality  of  the  Dominican  coffee  is  well 
known  to  tiie  world's  trade,  iind  nearly  a  million  dollai-s'  worth  was 
exported  dui-ing  li»l.')  fi'om  the  (>ntiie  Kepublic. 

The  figures  for  the  various  kiiuis  of  wood  show  a  marked  decrease, 
with  the  ex'-eption  of  fustic,  exjiorted  from  A/aia.  The  present  year 
will  probablv  have  a  vei'v  considerable  incivase  on  account  of  the 
shipments  of  dyewood.  esjiecially  from  this  port. 

The  quantity  of  honey  exported  was  less  than  }.  of  the  amoimt 
exported  in  1!>1 4.  The  \a!ue  of  exjiorts  deci-eased  by  >^8L544,  and 
is  especially  noted  in  Santo  Domingo. 

PUERTA  PLATA. 

It.^    ( OiiHiil   I-'i-iiiik    \  ]■  ilcr.suii   Mniry.  April  1. 

The  noi-thein  half  of  the  Dcminican  Kepublic  enjoyed  a  qualified 
prosperity  during  li'l.'*.  The  regions  devoted  to  the  raising  of  cacao 
were  esp(>cially  foitunate.  reaping  the  combined  advantages  of  a 
large  yield  jjnd  a  liigh  le\cl  t  \'  prices.    The  tobacco  cro])  on  the  other 
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liaiid  WM.s  small,  i-esiiltinjj  in  bnsiiu's.s  inactivity  in  and  around 
Santiai^o,  tho  lai'iiost  city  in  the  district,  the  coniinei'cial  life  of  which 
is  lart!;ely  dej)endcnt  upon  this  crop.  I)urinj»-  the  chisinji'  months 
there  was  a  noticeable  improvement  in  all  directions. 

Foreig'n  Trade  of  the  Pntrto  Plata  District. 

Statistics  coverin<i-  foreign  trade  are  nnich  more  nccessihle  and 
•  reliable  than  any  available  tigures  relating  to  internal  business  trans- 
factions.  As  there  is  veiy  little  mannfactuiing-,  and  a  large  part  of 
the  agricultm'al  products  are  raised  for  export,  the  movement  of 
foreign  tradf  is  more  significant  in  the  economic  life  of  the  counti'v 
than  is  the  (-ase  with  more  highly  developed  and  self  contained  com- 
raunities. 

The  total  value  of  the  foreign  trade  of  the  Puertii  Plata  disti'ict 
is  given,  by  ports,  in  the  following  table,  which,  in  order  to  aH'ord 
comparison  t^-itli  a  normal  year,  includes  1913  as  AveLl  as  1914  and 
1915 : 


Torts. 


Piierlo  Mala. 
Montp  (Yisti. 

Samaiia 

Sanchez. 


I'otal. 


1913 


t4. 07,4, 960 

41X,I)72 

:'.G2, 844 

:},'4M,7:'.9 


9,190.615 


'S2,0:5.5.942 

ri.'9,69.S 

:»i2,201 

;'..494,487 


1915 


TJ3,9:n,864 

;«8, 421 

408, 419 

4,736,631 


7,022,328 


9,414,837 


The  four  ports  of  this  district  liandled  oS.7  per  cent  of  the  foreign 
connnerce  of  the  Ke])ublic  in  191.5.  Their  total  trade-  whidi  showed 
an  increase  of  'Jl  \wv  cent  over  the  previous  year,  reached  the  highest 
figui-es  on  record,  although  the  imports  were  less  than  in  1913.  The 
high  ])i'ices  foi-  cacao  were  responsible  foi-  the  record  exjwrt  figures 
in   19ir). 

Analy.^is  of  the  above  figures  shows  that  the  trade  has  tended  to 
resume  its  former  channels,  Avith  the  exce])ti(m  of  a  diversion  to 
Sanchez,  largely  at  the  ex])ense  of  J'uerto  Plata.  This  was  due  to  the 
condition  of  the  railway  connecting  Puerto  Plata  with  Santiago  and 
Moca,  whicli  will  be  discussed  later. 

The  necessary  readjustments  due  to  the  European  war  have  been 
successful iy  made,  and  with  less  difhculty  than  in  .some  countries, 
owing  to  the  i)reviously  close  relations  with  the  United  States. 
One  inipoHant  diange  has  been  the  substitution  of  the  Xetherlands 
for  (Jermnny  as  the  chief  market  foi-  Dominican  tobacco.  While 
exact  statistics  for  tlie  different  polls  are  lacking,  it  is  safe  to  say 
that  neaily  80  ])ei'  cent  of  the  foi^ign  trade  of  tliis  district  is  now 
carried  on  tbrough  the  port  of  Xew  '^'orlc. 

Import  Trade. 

The  import  trade  advanced  from  $:i,Cr)8.G9-2  in  r.»H  to  s;1.«m7.7TI 
in  191,5.  Thi«  large  increase,  which  brought  the  total  within  less 
than  $200,000  of  the  record  year  191:5,  was  to  be  expected  in  view  of 
the  depletion  of  .stocks  in  1914  and  the  large  voltnnc  of  exjjorts. 

The  following  table,  based  on  data  furnished  by  the  oflice  of  the 
General  Keceiver  of  Cu.stoms  at  Santo  Domingo,  shows  the  imports 
into  each  of  th<'  four  ports  of  this  district   dminji"  191.5.     DclniJed 
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SUPrLERlENT   TO   COMMERCE   REPORTS. 


figures  i'or  11)14  me  not  Jiviiiliible  for  purposes  ol'  comparison,  but 
the  totals  for  each  port  are  given. 


Articles. 


Agri?iiltiiral  implements 

Animals 

HooVs,  maps,  and  other  printed  matter. 
HreatL'tiitTs: 

Wheat  (lour 

Another.. 

Chemicals,  drugs,  and  dyes 

Coal. 


Cotton,  manufactures  of 

Earthen,  store,  and  china  ware 

Fibers,  vcRetable,  manufactures  of 

Fish,  preserved,  and  lish  products 

Fruits  and  nuts 

Cloi-s  and  Rla.ss\vare 

<?rea.^e,  resins,  and  caustic  soda  for  manulacture  soap. 

Gums  and  resins 

Hats  and  raps 

Iron  and  steel 

Jewelry,  including  watches  and  clocl-s 

Leather,  and  manufactures  of 

Malt  liquors,  beer  in  bottles 

Metals,  and  manufactures  of 

Oils 


I'ainls.  pigments,  colors 

Taper,  and  manufactures  of 

Tcrfumcry  and  cosmetics 

Provision's,  comprising  meat  and  dr.iry  products. 
Ri 


Rubber,  manufactures  of 

Silk,  manufactures  of 

.Soap 

Sugar  and  confectionery 

Umbrellas  and  canes 

Vegetables 

Vehicles  and  boats 

■\Vines,  liquors,  and  distilled  spirits. 

\A'ood  anil  manufactures  of 

AVool  and  manufactures  of 

All  ether  articles 


I'uerto 
I  lata. 


Total  ,1915 1 ,  KSO,  224 

Total,  1914 ;  1,293, 832 


Monte 
Crisli. 


$2,874 

15 

334 

l.-.,3.i3 
2,301 
(J,«)o 


Samana. 


7,1,  R27 
321 

5,970 

574 

469 

705 

58 

.■^,SC7 

18, 152 

601 

7,005  I 

1,694 

934 

16,637 

2,687 

2,425 

695 

8,719 

14,872 

4,901 

481 

9,407 

4,043 

l.':9 

839 

22,(133 

479 

7,274 

2,423 

6,278 


219,168 
303,096 


}826 

752' 

11,179 

2,R83 

4, 825 

40 

40,807 

130 

3,992 

5,762 

;;40 

931 

224 

56 

2,  .506 

9,544 

593 

5, 437 

2,994 

573 

5,628 

841 

1,512 

286 

11,078 

16,264 

1,134 

297 

3, 120 

3,739 

73 

4,242 

68 

l,aS9 

10,797 

1,980 

3,452 

161,284 
108,236 


Sanchez. 


$10,469 

199 

2,403 

100, 1,32 
19,, 539 
2H,  230 
17,(197 
303,333 

2,947 
65,456 
62,993 

6,913 

6,168 

1,960 
333 

4,050 
121,691 

.5,085 
39, 430 
19.239 

5,095 
ftS, 602 
10,651 
12,441 

2,''61 
00,065 
207,665 

1,876 

3,704 
32,639 
41,207 

4,482 
10,418 

7,172 

4,715 
21,748 

3,404 
66, 480 


Total. 


1,387,098 
953,528 


$28,011 
1,045 
9,499 

234,0.39 
48,  .534 
90,660 
,33, 163 
1,017,942 
•7,669 

10.5,882 

128,98.5 
14,487 
18,501 
92, 923 
748 
26,6ii5 

273, 380 
13,007 

138,052 
46,011 
18,478 

194,474 
26. 882 
4,5,155 
11,794 

102,025 

369,462 
12,634 
18,4£0 
,55,880 
95,868 
7,774 
21,786 
51,685 
18,425 
77,718 
24,228 

137.808 


3,677,774 
2,658,692 


Foreign  Trade  Chiefly  with  United  States, 

Countries  of  origin  of  imports  into  this  district  are  not  at  hand, 
but  statistics  for  the  entire  Republic  show  that  the  United  States  fur- 
ni.shed  80.73  per  cent  of  the  total.  The  United  States  probably  par- 
ticipated to  a  slightly  greater  degree  in  the  trade  with  the  northern 
ports,  as  Santo  Domingo  City  has  steamship  connections  with  Cuba 
and  Porto  Kico  which  stimulated  trade  Avith  these  adjacent  islands. 

The  present  tendency  is  to  purchase  nearly  everything  except  a  few 
specialties  in  the  United  States,  as  there  are  no  regular  direct  steam- 
fcliip  connections  with  P^urope.  European  goods  have  in  most  cases 
to  pay  the  liigh  trans- Atlantic  freight  rates  in  addition  to  the  freight 
from  New  York,  and  are  further  subject  to  long  delays.  Germany, 
which  formerly  held  the  second  place,  was,  during  1015,  a  ne/^ligible 
factor  on  account  of  the  war,  and  German  products  have  been  m  most 
cases  replaced  from  the  United  States.  An  instance  of  this  is  the 
present  wide  sale  of  well-known  brands  of  American  beer. 
Increase  in  Prices  of  Imports — American  Salesmen. 

War  conditions  have  undoubtedly  caused  a  rise  in  the  prices  of 
most  imported  articles  and  the  upward  tendency  of  freight  rates 
makes  still  furthor  increa,ses  probable.  In  the  c;is<>  of  drugs  the  ad- 
vance is  i)niticiilarly  marked,  as  the.se  not  only  pay  the  enhanced 
prices  in  foreign  markets,  but  for  the  most  nart  pay  a  40  per  cent  ad 
valorem  import  duty  as  well.  Dining  U.v  i)ast  year  imports  of  auto- 
mobiles incieased  greatly.    More  than  50  machines  were  brought  in, 
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all  of  tlieiH  inexpensive  touring  cars  of  American  make.  The  only 
thin<»:  necessary  to  create  a  good  market  for  automobiles  is  the  de- 
velopment of  a  system  of  good  roads.  |  A  report  entitled  "  New  roads 
aid  motor  sales  in  Dominican  Republic""  was  published  in  Commkrck 
Reports  for  Jan.  18.  IDIO.] 

The  character  of  imports  does  not  change  greatly  from  year  to 
year,  since  the  bulk  of  them  consist  of  staple  aiticles.  stich  as  food- 
stuffs, articles  of  clothing,  and  hardware.  In  view  of  the  practical 
monopoly  now  existing.  American  exporters  can  hardly  expect  to  se- 
cure a  much  greater  j)rop()rtio?i  <»f  the  business,  liu  re-ased  com-nmp- 
tion  in  the  future  will  be  largely  dependent  upon  tiic  further  de- 
veloi)ment  of  the  resources  of  the  country.  Avhich  in  turn  will  l)e 
influenced  by  the  investment  of  capital.  A  greatei-  number  of 
American  salesmen  have  visited  this  territory  during  tiie  past  year 
tJian  formerly.  Manufacturers  should  re^^lize  that  such  visits  are  the 
most  effective  way  to  inaugurate  business,  and  that  the  expenses  of  a 
trip  to  this  country  are  modei-ate  in  view  of  its  com])arative  nearness 
to  the  United  States. 
Imports  by  Parcel  Post. 

That  the  business  transacted  by  parcel  post  is  increasing  is  indi- 
cated by  the  duties  collected  on  such  packages  at  Puerto  Plata, 
which  wei-e  as  follows  in  1914  and  1915: 


1914 


From  Fnited  Sta1«!? 

From  all  other  roiuitries 

Regi-ilered  packages  from  all  yonrre«. 

Total 


«l,86l 
12,450 
3.587 

17, 898 


i»lo 


As  has  been  previously  pointed  out  in  reports  from  this  office, 
there  is  a  favorable  held  here  for  the  mail-order  liouse  on  account 
of  the  high  retail  ])i'ices  chiirged  foi-  many  articles  an<l  the  limited 
variety  kept  in  stock. 
Export  Trade. 

The  values  of  ex])o]-ts  fi'om  this  district  exceeded  all  previous 
i-ecords.  <lue  principally  to  the  higli  prices  for  cacao  which  prevailed 
during  the  greater  part  of  the  year.  The  following  table,  based  on 
data  furnished  by  the  office  of  the  general  i-ecei\er  of  customs  at 
Santo  Domingo,  shows  the  <iuantities  und  vtilues  of  total  exjiorts 
(luring  the  j)ast  two  yeais: 


Article's. 

1914 

1913 

Quanlilies. 

Valra.-. 

Qoanlities. 

Valiws. 

Bananas 

bunches.. 

114,026 

557, 004 

:i20, 091 

riM.018 

B««fi%vnx 

pounds.. 

2.59.980 

til,  735 

litO.927 

40.909 

Cacao 

.do.... 

3K.  .>10.  782 

;s,;i!H..iW» 

■;K.a.-..450 

4.099.387 

Chemicals,  drutrs,  and  dvos:  Ra'.v 

materials  for  (not 

including  Io^^n  ood  l 





21.022 

2.!M7 

Coconuts 

pounds.. 

2, 121.  Wo 

2I.«44 

2.  ("13. 296 

20, 155 

Coflee 

do.... 

1,239,:52.-) 

io(.7:):{ 

2.  S9;l.  WW 

loo.Tao 

Copra 

Cotton 

do.... 

97.324 

4.26» 

2('>4.titiil 

I0.r,08 

do  ... 

36S,  ii'.l 

(-.7,  KiO 

2<I7.471 

t;i(,.^,oo 

CottooFeed 

7,145 

17.315 

Hides  and  skins: 

Cattle 

pounds.. 

fi91.:{40 

1I7..1S3 

fi27.8rj.5 

10.-;.  28.1 

Goat 

I.do... 

I2f...s;5 

41,S«I2 

141.fl7S 

42.  MS 

Sonev 

do... 

S74.W8 

2<».  2'»'.> 

211.21!! 

S.677 

.do 

2<W.  S20 
7,;i6.i.H7« 

Hi.  RIO 

3S4..-;io 

2.:no 

i.;.i2.i.24»;  1 

95 

f  Miacco:  Leaf 

do.... 

W7,702 

Woods  of  all  kinds 

'4,3(0,630 

1 

7,H6 

All  other  articles ' 

19,S43 

Total 

—      . 

5,737,060 

1 

/" 


\\  sui'ri.KMKXT  TO  coMAir.Hci:  RKPOirrs. 

A\'itli  l!u'  f\ic|iti<  11  of  tol)jiccii.  aliti'.)!-t  all  «>1"  the  f\i)i»i-ts  wont  to 
the  United  St+Ues,  as  re^nlnr  steamship  service  was  a\ailal»le  only 
with  that  ((iuntrv.  It  is  pioWalile.  however,  that  cohsiihMahlr  <iiian- 
tities  of  cacao  were  n>shippe(l  Inmi  New  "iOrlc  to  Eiii'oi)ean  countries. 
Agricultural  Production — High  Prices  for  Cacao. 

The  two  ciiiel'  ci'oi)s  cultivated  i'oi'  export  are  cacao  antl  tobacco; 
the  former  usually  furnishes  from  70  to  HO  i)er  cent  of  the  vahies 
and  the  latter  from  10  to  20  per  ct'iit.  Bananas,  coll'ee,  hides  and 
skins,  cotton,  etc..  make  up  the  remainder.  In  addition  to  the  ahove. 
there  is  a  considerahle  amount  of  fariiiin<;  carried  on  purely  for  local 
consumption.  Among  tlio  products  raised  for  this  i)ur[)ose  may  be 
mentioned  su<rar,  yams,  beans,  and  plantains,  which  are  imjx.rtant 
articles  of  diet,  and  tro]3ical  fruits  of  all  kinds.  Coi-n  is  also  <irown 
to  a  certain  extent,  and  there  is  a  large  acreage  planted  in  guinea 
and  para  grass  for  the  support  of  the  numerous  cattle  and  horses 
which  arc  raised  for  local  needs. 

The  Dominican  Republic  is  one  of  the  most  imi)ortant  cacao- 
producing  regions  in  the  Avorld,  and  of  late  years  has  usually  held 
the  fourth  or  fifth  place.  High  prices  were  realized,  New  Vork 
quotations  during  the  greater  part  of  the  year  varying  from  15  to  20 
cents  per  pound.  INI're  than  80  per  cent  of  the  crop  is  grown  in  the 
northern  half  of  the  licpublic,  and  of  this,  the  greater  part  is  raised 
in  the  territory  tapped  by  the  Samana  and  Santiago  Railroad,  and 
exported  through  Sanchez. 

Cacao  exports  increased  only  slightly  in  quantity,  amounting  to 
38,635,450  pounds  in  1915,  as  against  38.530.TS2  pounds  in  1914,  but 
the  higher  prices  ruling  made  the  crop  much  more  valuable,  and 
brought  prosperity  to  the  localities  devoted  to  its  cultivation.  Cacao 
furnished  71  per  cent  by  value  of  the  district's  exports. 

Tobacco  Crop  Small — Other  Crops. 

In  former  years  practically  all  tobacco  exports  passed  through 
Puerto  Plata,  but  owing  to  the  condition  of  the  railw;iy  connecting 
this  port  with  the  interior,  about  one-third  of  the  total  was  shipped 
via  Sanchez  in  1915.  In  spite  of  the  increase  in  exports  the  1915 
crop  was  the  smallest  in  many  3^ears,  amounting  to  about  75,000 
seroons  (115  pounds  each),  or  less  than  half  of  a  normal  yield.  The 
increased  exports  were  due  to  shipments  of  the  1914  crop,  which 
owing  to  the  European  war  and  to  internal  difficulties,  had  been 
held  in  storage.  Because  of  the  shortness  of  the  crop,  prices  advanced 
steadily  throughout  the  year,  and  in  view  of  the  lack  of  transpor- 
tation facilities,  both  rail  and  ocean,  circumstances  were  not  alto- 
gether to  the  disadvantage  of  the  tobacco  interests.  The  loss  of 
the  German  market  has  been  more  or  less  compensated  for  by  new 
relations  with  Holland  and  other  European  countries.  [A  report 
on  the  tobacco  situation  was  published  in  Commerce  Reports  for 
July  10,  1915.] 

The  banana  crop  was  fairly  successful,  but  shipments  from  the 
jdantation  at  Sosua  were  stopped  August  1,  causing  about  one-third 
of  it  to  be  lost. 

The  cultivation  of  cotton  for  export  was  commenced  in  1908,  and 
for  a  time  enjoyed  considerable  jirosperity.  Exports  increased  until 
lliey  reached  $101,298  in  1912,  but  each  year  since  has  registered  a  de- 
cline.    In  1915  the  exports  amounted  to  $60,000.    The  Province  of 
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Monte  Cristi  seems  to  be  the  locality  best  iidaptcd  to  iIr*  growing  of 
cotton. 

Changes  in  other  exports  were  of  little  significance  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  increased  interest  manifested  in  dyewoods.  Tliis  has  been 
especially  keen  since  the  opening  of  the  present  ycai-.  Tiie  high 
pnces  offered  for  logwood  have  brought  about  great  activity  and 
will  cause  largeh'  increased  shipments  in  191('). 
Declared  Exports  to  the  "United  States. 

The  following  table  shows  the  (juantities  and  values  of  exports 
declared  for  shipment  to  the  United  States  from  l^ierta  Plata  con- 
sulate and  its  agencies  during  the  calendar  years  1914  and  1915. 
Exports  to  Porto  Rico,  consisting  chiefly  of  corn,  amounted  to  $(5,057, 
all  from  Piierta  Plata. 


Articles. 


FROM  PUERTO  PLATA. 

Beeswax pounds. 

Cocoa,  cnide do. . . 

Coffee do.«. . 

Cotton,  unmanufactured do. . . 

Dividivi do. . . 

Fruits:  B.inana£ bunches. 

Hides  and  sljins: 

Cattle pounds . 

Ooat do. . . 

Tobacco,  leaf do. . . 

All  other  articles 


1914 


Quantities.      Values. 


Total. 


FROM  MONTE  CRISTI. 

Beans bushels. 

Beeswax pounds. 

Cocoa,  crude do. . . 

Coffee do. . . 

Cotton,  unmanufactured do. . . 

Dtvidi%n do. . . 

Dyewoods:  I^og^vood tons. 

Hldo.s  and  skin.s: 

Cattle pounds. 

Ooat do... 

Honey gallons. 

St    ■ 


Specie 
TannL 


Tanning  materials:  Mangrove  bark torLs. 

Tol>acco,  leaf pounds . 

Wood:  Sat  inwood,  logs square  feet . 

All  other  article^ 


Total 


FROM  SAMA.NA. 


Beeswax pounds. 

Cocoa,  crude do. . . 

Cocoanuts number. 

Copra pounds. 

Hides  and  skixis:  Cattle do. . . 

All  other  article,-* 


Total. 


FROM  SANCHE7. 

Beeswax pounds. 

Cocoa,  crude do. 

Coffee do... 

Honey gallons . 

Hides  and  skins: 

Cattle pounds . 

Goat do. 

Tobacco,  leaf do... 

All  other  articles 


44,912 

6, 143, 031 

695,069 

88,849 
189,692 
130,000 

176,270 
66,869 
13,380 


$13, 2:32 

644,-537 

64,720 

16,941 

:},413 

65,000 

41,345 

25, 382 

937 

32, 189 


907,696 


35,022 
584,886 

4.5, 553 
116,778 


1,789 

42.069 
71,428 
3,330 


9,186 
52,174 

3,568 
2f<,417 


22, 345 

5,692 
23, 1.59 

1,170 
00, 738 


8,451 


2,012,997 
845,002 


7,070 
3,628 


217, 147 


1,946 

225,808 

22,091 


1915 


Quantities.      Values 


97,88.5 

7, 163, 429 

1,762,521 

16,840 

81,992 

366,000 

162, 479 

82,  761 

394, 178 


290 
51,152 
15,917 
90,543 
18,297 
494.000 
1,020 

103,034 

51,r;44 

7,200 


549 
290,000 
32, 155 


10,537 


32,617 

25.702,000 

74, 157 

1,900 

Zi',  440 
6,674 


1,652 
1,642 


9,734 

1,967,727 

1,096,026 

248, 286 

23,251 


253, 139 


10,743  I  53.930 

3,021,767  2.8,613,200 

5,806  I        .576,589 

902  I  1,350 

(15,396  j        324,297 
2,342,  8,041 

;     2,215,752 

60  I 


Total. 


3,107,016 


$27,942 
1,013,084 

149,921 
1,926 
1,451 

183,000 

38,3.34 

28,054 

21,088 

1,990 


1,466,790 


1,165 
12,017 
1,888 
7,570 
4,322 
6,344 
12,050 

19,056 
15,260 

2,174 
18,4.S0 

3,513 
17,123 

2,606 

1,548 


125,116 


2,208 
248,530 
22,788 
12,192 
3,471 
1,430 


290,631 


14,258 

4.441,010 

53,571 

683 

76,202 

2,32it 

182,254 

1,871 

4,772,178 


10  SUPPIJiMFOXT    TO    COMMKHCE    REPORTS. 

Commrrcial  Cc:idJtions  at  Pucrta  Plata. 

Piioito  Phitii.  \vii!i  ii  ]  (i|nil:iti(»ii  of  :il)i>iit  7,000,  lias  alwiiys  been 
(•<rll^;'(I^>l•nl  tin*  jiio.-t  iiiiportiint  poll  in  the  northern  half  of  the  Ke- 
piiblif.  anil  altlioii^Hi  Saiu  ik'z.  with  a  population  of  about  2,500,  has 
I'xcct'ded  it  in  total  trade  during"  the  past  two  years,  because  of  the 
hir«ie  tonnage  of  cacao  e.\i)orted  from  that  port,  Puerta  Plata  still 
liolds  the  lead  in  import  trade.  There  is  no  (|uestion,  however,  that 
Sanchez  has  been  <>ainin.i!-  at  the  expense  of  l*uerto  Plata  during  the 
l)ast  lw(t  years.  Bidh  j)orts  are  connected  by  railroad  with  the  inte- 
I'ioi'  valley,  wliich  is  pi'ol)abIy  the  richest  agricultural  area  in  the 
Kei)ublic.  At  the  present  time  the  i-ailroad  from  Sanchez  (Samana 
and  Santiago  Kailroad)  has  its  interior  terminus  at  Salcedo  and  that 
fr(jni  Puei'to  Plata  (Ferrocarril  Central  Dominicano)  at  Moca, 
tov>n::  which  are  about  12  miles  distant  from  each  other.  The 
Samana  and  Santiago  railway  is,  however,  extending  its  line  to 
Moca.  so  that  by  the  end  of  this  year  the  two  railroads  will  start 
from  the  same  interior  point.  It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  the  two 
jiorts  vsill  come  into  increasingly  sti'ong  competition. 

Puerto  Plata  has  been  losing  gi-ound  because  of  the  physical  con- 
dition of  the  Ferrocarril  Central  Dominicano,  and  the  nonim- 
[)rovement  of  the  harbor.  During  the  past  year  the  railroad  has 
maintained  tai  irregular  ser\  ice  and  has  lieen  imable  to  move  the 
ireight  offered  with  any  degree  of  certainty.  Should  this  state  of 
affairs  continue  Puerto  Phita's  trade  Avill  decline.  Fortunately  it  is 
rej)oi'te(l  that  the  Dominican  Govermnent  has  signed  a  contract  with 
an  Anserican  engineer  who  v.ill  un(k>rtake  the  rehabilitation  and  op- 
eration of  the  road. 

Jt  has  been  icportcd  many  times  during  the  past  few  years  that 
(•\tensi\e  harbor  improvements  would  be  undertaken  in  l*uerto  Phita. 
The  harboi-,  altliougli  small,  is  fairly  well  protected  in  most  winds, 
l)ut  the  decreasing  depth  has  caused  considerable  concern.  Last 
summer  it  was  announced  that  money  had  been  appropriated  for 
dee])ening  the  harbor  and  the  building  of  a  wharf  and  customhouse. 
During  the  last  two  months  a  dredge  has  been  in  operation  in  the 
hail.'or.  but  work  has  not  yet  commenced  on  the  wharf  and  custom- 
house. Should  these  improvements  be  carried  out,  I*uerto  Plata  will 
be  in  a  much  better  ])osition  to  handle  an  increasing  traffic,  the 
number  of  unemployed  will  be  lessened,  and  local  conunerce  beneifited. 
Opportunities  for  Development  of  District. 

The  development  of  the  country  has  proceeded  on  normal  lines. 
There  was  little  internal  disturbance  to  interfere  with  agriculture, 
and  the  farmers,  especially  those  growing  cacao,  experienced  a  good 
year.  Some  small  new  industries  were  started,  among  which  may 
be  mentioned  a  match  factory  and  one  or  two  new  ice  plants.  The 
comi)any  controlled  by  American  capital  which  has  been  furnishing 
clcitric  light  in  Puerto  Plata  since  1013  completed  its  transmission 
line  to  Santiago,  and  connnenced  the  lighting  of  that  city  in  Decem- 
l»er,  lOlT).  The  Royal  Bank  of  Canada  has  established  new  branches 
in  Santiago  and  Sanchez  which  will  facilitate  commercial  transac- 
tions. ICxcept  these  instances,  however,  no  new  enterprises  by  for- 
eign capital  have  been  inaugiu'ated.  The  country  needs  the  invest- 
ment of  ca|)itid  and  the  work  of  skilled  men  to  direct  it.  The  op- 
portunities arc  for  the  most  part  agricultural,  but  the  high  prices  at 


DOMINICAN    REPUBLIC PUKRTA    PLATA.  17 

which  many  articles  are  sold  should  fiivor  the  establishment  of  cer- 
tain local  industries. 

The  development  of  means  of  communication  would  make  possible 
the  exploitation  of  the  timber  i-csources  of  the  region  and  possibly 
of  mineral  wealth.  Regarding  the  possibilities  in  this  last  line,  there 
is  much  difference  of  opinion.  Placer  gold  has  been  washed  on  a 
small  scale  from  nuiny  interior  rivers  since  the  daj's  of  Columbus, 
and  some  prospectors  believe  that  there  are  deposits  which  it  would 
pay  to  Avork  under  some  conditions.  However,  ^prospectors  have  been 
coming  here  for  manv  vears  and  nothing  has  been  accomplished  so 
far. 
Koad  Building — Ocean  Transportation. 

Road  building  was  at  a  standstill  thoughout  the  greater  part 
of  the  year,  and  as  roads  are  one  of  the  most  pressing  needs  of  the 
country,  this  suspension  was  most  unfortunate.  Plans  have  been 
made  for  a  network  of  roads  which  would  connect  the  principal 
towns  and  furnish  communication  between  the  northern  and  south- 
ern coast  of  the  island.  At  present  the  steanishij^  journey  from 
Puerto  Plata,  on  the  north  side  of  the  island,  to  Sanlo  Domingo 
City,  on  the  south,  consumes  four  or  five  days.  With  good  roads 
an  automobile  could  make  the  trip  in  a  few  hours. 

The  continuance  of  the  European  war  has  affected  shipping  fa- 
cilities in  this  as  in  practically  all  other  countries,  and  the  situation 
would  have  become  acute  but  for  the  one  regular  line  of  American 
steamei-s  (Clyde  Steamship  Co.).  Dutch  and  Danish  steamship 
companies  considered  the  estal)lishment  of  lines  to  connect  this  coun- 
try with  continental  Europe,  but  the  project  did  not  materialize. 

Ereight  rates  were  only  slightly  changed  during  1915,  but  since 
the  beginning  of  the  present  year  two  advances  have  taken  place, 
with  the  result  that  freights  on  some  articles  are  100  per  cent  more 
than  before  the  war.  Coal  and  lumber  are  usually  In-ought  from 
the  United  States  in  schooners,  and  charters  for  these  have  gone 
up  from  two  to  three  times  former  figures.  The  freight  (luestion 
promises  to  be  an  inconvenience  and  to  i-aise  the  cost  of  living,  but 
as  long  as  regular  and  adequate  service  is  maintained  it  is  not 
thought  that  it  will  .seriously  affect  the  prosperity  of  the  country. 

There  is  no  regular  steamship  connection  with  Euro])e.  Vessels 
of  tiie  Compagnie  (lenerale  Transatlantique  make  occasional  stops, 
but  the  service  is  so  irregular  that  they  hardly  count  in  the  freight 
situation.  Shippers  of  tobacco  have  chartered  vessels  j»aying  rates 
four  or  fi\e  times  as  high  as  those  prevailing  before  the  war. 

There  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  present  year  will  be  a 
prosperous  one.  Not  only  is  the  191G  cacao  crop  expected  to  exceed 
that  of  the  i)ast  yeai-.  but  a  record  yield  of  toba<-<-o  is  indicated. 

MONTE  CRISTI  AGENCY. 

Ily  CoufiitlAr  AKcnt    I.   T.   i'olit. 

Commercial  conditions  in  the  Province  of  Monte  Cristi  were 
normal,  and  the  trade  of  this  port  maintained  its  usual  level  during 
191."».  The  mercantile  community  has  readjusted  itself  in  accordance 
with  the  decrea.sed  sphere  of  its  trade  in  Europe,  and  has  strength- 
ened its  commercial  dealings  with  the  Enited  States.     Imports  from 
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Great  Britain.  France.  an«l  Italy  were  rostriiteil  (liirin<;  the  i)ast  year 
to  tlu'  f»'\v  sJHHialties  of  tliosc  countries  for  which  preference  exists 
here.  Customs  statistics  of  the  imports  from  all  countries  at  this 
pt)rt  iliinni;  ll»l."»  phue  the  total  declared  value  at  $24i),U')S,  showing 
.1  decrease  of  $.'i:5.:>JS  as  compared  with  1!)14. 
Export  Trade  of  Monte  Cristi. 

Exports  in  l!*!")  to  ;!ll  countries  were  valued  at  $89^55,  which  was 
$107.."}47  less  than  in  the  preceding  year.  Shipments  to  the  United 
States  inxoiced  at  this  consular  agency  were  valued  at  $125,110,  a 
decrease  of  $i)-2.000  compared  with  the  })rcvious  year.  The  lessened 
exports  were  due  to  the  resum])tion  of  railroad  service  between  Puerto 
Plata  and  Santiago,  which  checked  the  overland  flow  of  produce 
from  the  interior,  and  also  to  the  considerable  diminution  in  the 
))roduction  of  cotton  in  this  district.  Specie  shipments  to  the  United 
States  also  decreased.  During  the  year  191;)  25  steamships  and  20 
sailing  Aessels  entered  and  cleared  at  this  port.  Of  the  25  steamships 
24  were  of  American  nationality  and  1  of  Norwegian. 

The  present  active  demand  in  the  United  States  for  raw  material 
used  in  the  dyeing  and  tanning  industries  has  created  a  new  market 
there  at  advanced  prices  for  logwood  and  fustic  for  coloring,  and 
for  dividivi  and  red  mangrove  bark  for  tanning;  therefore  the  loss 
of  the  Hamburg  market  is  no  longer  felt,  and  the  change  is  even 
[)roving  to  be  advantageous  to  this  community,  on  account  of  the 
better  prices  at  present  obtainable  in  the  United  States.  Shippers 
are  endea\oring  to  sup[«ly  the  demand. 

A  demand  for  hardwood  timber  is  also  noticeable,  and  it  is  prob- 
able that  this  quality  of  wood  will  soon  be  shipped  to  the  I"^nited 
States.  Certain  varieties  of  hardwood  peculiar  to  the  arid  zone  of 
this  Province  have  been  found  adaptable  to  manufacturing  uses, 
demanding  a  combination  of  lightness  and  sti-ength. 

Cotton  Growing. 

The  culti\ation  of  cotton  has  not  substantially  revived  since  the 
withdrawal  of  the  West  Indies  Plantation  Co.,  which  was  engaged 
in  this  business  on  a  large  scale.  A  new  venture,  although  on  a  lesser 
scale  than  that  of  the  West  Indies  Plantation  Co.,  has  been  launched 
i-ecently  and  is  progressing  encouragingly.  The  best  sea-island  seed 
has  been  planted  on  carefully  prepared  land  in  this  vicinity  with 
ri\er  irrigation  and  under  skilled  management,  the  proprietor  and 
manager  being  both  American  citizens.  Experts  believe  that  this 
region  is  ideal  for  cotton  growing,  and  that  its  future  prosperity 
lies  in  the  si)ecialization  of  that  branch  of  agriculture. 

Cultivation  of  Beans  and  Potatoes — Sugar. 

The  cultivation  of  the  red  kidney  bean  for  exportation  to  the 
United  States  was  attempted  in  1915  for  the  fir.st  time  by  the  Ameri- 
can agrici:lturists  above  mentioned.  The  experiment  was  made  upon 
a  relatively  moderate  scale,  with  irrigation  and  with  American  seed 
and  methods  of  cidtivation.  Fairly  satisfactory  results  have  been 
obtained,  a  crop  of  about  10  terns  having  l)een  harvested  and  shipped 
tf)  the  |)ort  of  New  York.  The  Irish  potato  is  being  cultivated  at 
present  on  the  came  estate  for  exjiortation  to  New  York  in  the  com- 
ing spring,  and  a  successful  preliminary  trial  has  demonstrated  that 
the  yield  and  quality  will  leave  little  to  be  desired. 
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Sugar  making  is  about  to  be  undertaken  for  the  first  time  in  this 
Province,  on  lands  situated  in  the  commune  of  Dajabon.  without  the 
need  of  irrigation.  The  output  of  the  mill  is  intended  for  consump- 
tion in  this  Province  onl,Y,  as  it  will  not  l)e  large  enough  at  first 
to  warrant  greater  exploitation.  The  machinery  is  of  American 
manufacture. 
Public  Improvements. 

Since  April,  11)15,  construction  work  on  the  new  road  between  this 
port  and  Santiago  has  ceased.  The  50  kilometers  of  road  which 
were  completed  are  in  good  condition.  The  rest  of  the  road  to  San- 
tiago (about  80  kilometers)  is  fairly  passable,  and  there  is  consid- 
erable automobile  traffic  on  this  road.  The  journey  is  easily  made  in 
live  hours,  and  can  be  made  in  four  hours  in  dry  weather. 

According  to  preliminary  studies  made  at  the  close  of  the  past 
year,  the  construction  by  the  Dominican  Government  of  a  steel  bridge 
across  the  River  Yaque,  3  kilometers  from  tliis  port,  and  of  an 
improved  road  to  the  frontier  town  of  Dajabon,  are  possibilities  in 
the  course  of  the  present  year.  The  river  has  a  breadth  of  over  200 
feet  at  the  ferry  and  is  unfordable.  As  there  is  much  intercourse 
between  Monte  Cristi  and  the  southwestern  part  of  the  Province, 
situated  beyond  the  river,  the  projected  improvements  would  be  of 
great  benefit  to  the  public. 

SAMANA  AGENCY. 

Consular  Agent  F.  Lample  reports  an  improvement  in  the  imi)ort 
and  export  trade  of  Samana  during  the  year  1015.  ('ontiary  to  all 
expectations,  in  view  of  the  European  war.  a  riMuarkable  increase 
of  customs  revenues  has  been  noted,  the  figures  reaching  $81.:)!)5, 
tigainst  $()4,201)  for  1914,  and  falling  not  \ery  much  below  lIlliK  ^vhen 
the}'  amounted  to  $85,2G1.  The  United  States  is  now  the  sole  pur- 
A'eyor  of  foreign  goods  to  this  jiort. 

Coconuts  are  the  chief  product  of  this  locality,  and  tiie  coconut 
production  continues  to  increase.  Higher  prices  are  indicated,  also, 
by  the  many  inquiries  from  foreign  countries.  The  appeai-ance  of 
new  purchasers  will  unquestionably  effect  an  iniiMovenient  in  the 
.•^election  and  preparation  of  coconuts  for  shipment,  which  so  far  has 
not  been  up  to  the  standard  of  other  coconut-pioducing  countries. 
Shipments  of  coconuts  to  the  United  States  during  1915  amounted  to 
1,09(;,02C.  nuts,  against  845.002  in  1914.  To  the  figures  for  1915  must 
be  added  248.2;3()  pounds  of  copra,  representing  about  595,000  nut.s. 
Coconuts  at  present  claim  the  general  attention  of  the  planters  here. 
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